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It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the
' above captioned individual,

X The Securit.y Index Card on the captioned individual should be
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MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) | o

TAB FOR DETCOM - __ TAB FOR COUSAB__,\ R_ X

DATE OF BIRTH  12-3-97 C PLACE OF BIRTH 8- € PMARRULY

NESTDENCE ADDRESS 5!:_1_ iNFORMAﬂUN CONTAINED |
HE i e |
nmr 0 ) Qfl DY 90,

~‘_—- e :, o
BUSINESS ADDRESS (Shcw name of smploying concern and addresa) ',-:;

NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Strategic and Vital Industry List)
PR A AT ?}A .

RERRDORY o
A

b o o
- 0, .100-




Form No. 1
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT

NEW Y
REPORT MADE AT g mwﬂmu;;lso P/tn"lg"o’:gn“
m YORK e _ 5'!:'3" - ___Aﬁch gg‘l%',’ .
,:m . p** B . B ,10/6/49, 1/ mwm
27,31/50

SAEUEL GROPPER, tu.
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A‘c New York, New Ylork

The following investigation was conducted by the writer:

On September 16, 1949 the office of the

the Miorning Freiheit® was contacted -:---
“under a- suitable pretext and it “was learned ti

nat 71LLTAM GRCFPER had not vet
returned to the United States from Europe,




.. @nd far reaching prospectives

L ﬁ; ;The "DaiI§ Horker®
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-~ The;"New Leader™® which statés: tha

- its issye on March 8, 1947, (page 5,
-+ stock Holder in the People's

The People's Radio Foundation was cited b

. General as being Cosmunist wit

The April 1947 issue of "Jewish
Morning Freiheit Association,

BROPPER. The March 1947

/. .cartoons and drawings by WILLIAM GROPPER..
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ALZXAN :ﬁémm.m, former menb
Party USA, General Secretary of the N
USA and General Seccretary of the Mor
stated in the May 1947 issue of

Marxist consistency in all maiters of

advanced sections of the Ameri
to the contribution of the Je

mmunist P

language Communist Paper
and in the editorial for July 9, 1946.

The American Committ
States

T B ITE £ ST e e

Radio Foundation.

Incorporated, had a cover designed by WILLIAL
.and November 1548 i

ning Freiheit A
"Jewish Life"
Association, Incorporated, "the fact that

occupied a leading place in the 1life of th

can Jewish life will attract
wish Communists in
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ee for Yugoslav Relief
Attorney General as coming within the p
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Life" which is published monthly by the
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e In the "Jorker™. for July 28, 1946, (page L) JOH%ILLIALSSON is quoted
n.ale;g spoken before the National Communist Committee as follows:

¢ YT IP
f g .

o ’i,.",.The_first and main- p'oint“ to; éstablish is’ that th 211y 3
~The. | main- o estak is that the 'Daily Worker':i

the_,zpi:’_i‘lc;.al organ and. spokesman for the Communist Party.®. ..} Ker i
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" .. cultural monthly magazine was

.~ BEN GOLD, reproduces®25 artists'
. .and cartoonist";WILLIAM GRCPPIR,

o -artic

- in the larket" there arpears a cartcon by the subject, staff artist of the
. Wdorning Freiheit" entitled "Hero of the Week".

“.»yesterday afternoon the edifors and menagement of thé !
. farewell to BILL GROFPER, cartoonist for the 'Mornin
‘on a visit to Europe in a few days."™ “In the article GROP

;—:_', . g o ee st s s i \‘ - r'— = - : F.st - @ -
The "New Leader" for December 6, 1947, (page 5, colum 3) in an article -
entitled "The Communist Party and Zionism" by WALTER X WLEWIS reported that
funds for the School of Jewish Studies, "which is a subsidiary of the = -
Communist Party Jefferson School of Social Science", are being raised by

a dance which was to have been held at Hunter College on December 13, 1947. : ' TR
WILLTA¥ GROFPER was lis_ted as a sponsor of this dance.
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The March 1948 issue of "Masses and Mainstream" listed WILLIAXY GROPFER
as contributing editor. ' o ' '
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6_2 January 2, 1248 announced ‘that a r.iarx:n.st ' |
to be issued following the merger of "New -
Massesd-and-¥Main Stream" and the first issue was to arpear in March 1948.

" The "Daily Worker" issue

SR N

An advertisement in the "¥orker" for Februacy 8, ISL8 stated that
"Masses and Mainstream" would "Provide Marxist initiative and leadership on
the cultural front"; would fight "for progressive ideas in literature, art,
politics, znd science." : 4
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- The "Morning Freiheit" issue of April 29, 1948 (page 2, column L-6)
reported that the book which recently came o-f the press, "People" by .
11lustrations by "the world rencvn artist
In the "Morning Freiheit" issue of iy -3,

1948, page 3, columnih and 5 undér the caption "In the Shops, in the Union and

The cartoon shows a laborer
in dungarees wearing an arm band reading "May lst" and carrying a flag reading

"Workers of the World United." In the lower left hand corner there is a

.caricature of the "Yiddish Daily Forward", crying "furderer, he has lost his P
mind." ‘ , . :

The "Yorning Freiheit" of Way 15, 1948 (page 8, columns 1- d 2) in anw,.
cle captioned "Morning Freiheit Editors Say Farewell to B GROPPER Pri
to:His Departure on Trip to, Europe", ' It .was stated: .MIt is Teported that -

i
Morning Freiheit' said”
g Freiheit! who is leaving.. -
, ticle GROPPER indicated that __ .
the first aim of Hi§ trip was not only to meét new people, to saturate himseif
with new impressions, tut also to make his contribution to the peéace of

the world and will visit Poland, Czechoslovakia, Romania, France and other
countries, ) :
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The "ilorning Freiheit" issué of June 23,71948 (page 6, column 65 'F, and 8)

reports that (WSTEINBERG, secretary ~f the American Jewish Labor Council,
and WILLIAM GRO , cartoonist, arrived in Poland on June 8, and that

WILLI M GROPPER received an of ficial invitation from the Cgechoslovakian ¥inistry

to te a guest of the government at the "Sokol" Spert Festival in Prague.
GROPPER was also invited to participate in the International Artists
Conference which will take place in Vratzlov during the month of July.

In the "New York Times" issue of September 2, 1948 under the date line,

. i Warsaw, September 1, it is reported that WILLIAM GROPFIR was listed as one of
7 the six United States delegates who' attended the Congress:of Intellectuals s
* in Wroclaw, who shoveled bricks and sand into:a truck as ™ a symbolic ges_t.ur:e!

of our desire to help clean away the Fascist Wreckage of Warsaw and the
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The Joint-Anti Fascist Refugee Committee was cited 25 Communist by the
United States Attorney General within the purview of Executive Order 9835.
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The Miorning Freiheit! issue Januzyy 13, 1949 (page 6, column 7 and B) T 7T
reports that WILLIAM GROFFER and X. AASUHL, both members of the staff of the
‘Wyorning Freiheit" returned from a nine month trip to Europe Monday night,
Jaauary 10. Both spent much time in Poland, Czechoslovakia and France. In
Czechoslovakia they wrote a book at the request of the government and it was
publighed there.
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The Mdorning Freihei

on 57th Strzet. '
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The Apfil 19).;9”3.3’ssﬁe of "Isiagses: and L{aiﬂétr_'éam"' on pége 2 ) report,.éd:
that WILLIAM GROFPER had recently returned from a vis
issue contained four drawings by WILLIAM GROPPIR.

‘ t" issue of January 29, ‘1949 (page 3, column 2-7)
reports that SUHL while in

WILLIAM GROPPER, cartoonist for the ™Morning Frei

: him on the trip. It reports that the Jewish Poets Club o

" a dinner for SUHL and GROFPER on January 29,

In early 19&9 Timen ‘fnagazine reported that the back drop mural used
.. abt the Psace Conference_ at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel was
"y GROFPER, a cartoonist for "iasses and Mainstream.®
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Poland published several works illustrated by
heit", who accompanied

f America is having
at the Carl Fisher Concert Hall
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The Cormittee for a Deinocr';tic Fa.r Eastern Polié.y has been cited as
Communist by the Attorney General with the purview of Executive Order 95835,
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prepared by WILLIAM
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it to Europe. This

The "Morning Freiheit" issue of April 9, 1949 (page 6, columns 5 and

€) reports that WILLIAM GROFFER, a famour arti

st and longtime cartoonists

for the "iHorning Freiheit" left for Europe yesterday on the Folish liner

- Batory. It reports that GROPFER had recentl _
.totPoland and Czechoslovakia where he was "received with
~and Tove." {According to the article, GROPPER

tions’ of his work in Europe_
Riv BRgva .hﬁ' : . B

and he will co¥lect additional materials . 3

y returned from an extended visit __
X 3 the highest: recognition™.
ER is going tao bave:several exhibi- . 3

The "Brookljn Eagle" issue of Aprllj'l.\g;'i‘9h9 (date line Pa.rié, April 15)

. listed WILLIAM GROPFER, artist,

the World Peace Conference to be held in Paris during A-ril.

. The "Daily Worker" issu
WILLTAY GRCPPER has arrived

e of May L, 1949 (page L, column 1) reports that
in Moscow, where he is visiting on the invitation

of the Soviet Society for Cultural Relations with Foreign Countries, (VOKS).

as one of the Americans expected to attend PR




: ;peonle in Russia are angered about the falsq rumors in the United States that
.. ‘there is anti-Semitism in. the 3oviet Union.” He points out that many-Jews won

of Cultural Life." The article stated that GROPPER received a special
- invitation from "VOKS", the Society for Cultural Relations with Foreign

N 1@04’030

 This artlcle states that. the "Mornlng- Freihe:.t" w111 regul_rly report. on

..describes.the. cultural. institutions he visited.. . ... .. A

: zor "New uiasses.“ "

GROPPER'S' trip to the Soviet. According to this article GROPPER wrote on'

April 23, "I arrived by airplane from Warsaw and was wermly received by a dele-
gation of Soviet artists and officials of VOXS. Since then I've been busy all the
tlme visiting exhibitions, the ballet and a new play. I'm happy to have

had the rare privilege of seeing the enormous ach.lev'nents here in Moscow - and
expect to see the same elsewhere." .

The “Morning Freiheit" issue of May 8, 19L9 (pageé 1, colwmns 6, 7 and 3)
reports in a cable (date lined iay 5, hoscow) that WILLIAM GROFPER states the

Stalin nrlzes and that many Jews are employed in the government. iost of the.
cable is devoted to the May 1lst parade, which he witnessed. G'-ZOPPER then

The "Morning Freiheit" issue of May 13, 1911.9 (pagé 1, columns 3-6)
contains an article entitled "WILLIAM GRCFPER in Moscow: Described Expansion

Countriss, to visit the Soviet Union. A letter from GROPFER dated Aprll
23rd, was publlshed descr:.bmr: the cultural expans:Lon in u!oscow. :

The "Mormng Frelhelt" issue of. June 12, 19249, (pae,e 7 s columns 1-6)
reports & letter from GROPPER to the "HMorning Freiheit" wherein he writes
about a trip to Leningrad. Most of the letter is devoted to praise of
Soviet art. He says that formalism wes the biggest swindle on the people.
"Art for art's sake left the masses out in the cold, and even the artists couldn't
exrlain their work." e believes in realism, as practiced in the Soviet Union,
but thinks they have gone a little too far along this line. The conclusion
of the letter is on "cosmopolitanism" and "the false®" propaganda about anti-
Semltlsm in the Soviet Union. GRCPPER tells about the life of an artist
in"Russia and states that the comrades asked how much he earned here, and that
they were astonished to hear he ‘made ‘so. llttle from the: J'Morm.ng Freiheit®
and, "Taily Worker", and tna}‘,_ he didn't recelve a' broke,n' penny“ for His work'
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”-_.arranved to have an exhlbltlon of his work. o - C .

" NY 100-1030

The "New York World Telegram® issue of August 29, 1949 in an article
entitled "Red Camps Thick Around Peekskill Area™ eeports that at least 12
resorts were used by Communists as training schcols., It also reports that
in past years hundreds of Communists and sympathizers drove once each summer
to the estate of WILLIAM GROPPER, foremost Communist cartconist, to raise money
for the Joint Anti-Fascist Refuge Committee, "termed—subver51ve by the .y

)=
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Tne "Fur and Leather Worker¥, a monthly publlcatlon, issue of Aucust

1549, carries a letter to "BEN" from BILL GRCFPER. The subject herein writes
concerning his trip to the Soviet Union. He writes that there is an :

"exhitition of his work hanging in the gallaries of the Artists Union in MNoscow.
He states that there had been a big reception for him and that praise was
bestowed upon him by all speakers. He also states that he was invited to
attsnd the conference of all Soviet artists. He also advises that as much

- ‘as he-hated to-leave the Soviet Union he had tc be in Warsaw, Poland the

following week where the Cultural Section of the Polish Republic had

"C d f' ;'\ - .z.' ,-_‘-‘\ ."— L w.

. The: "Aornlng Freiheit" issue of December U, 19&9 (page 6, column 1-L) contalns

‘_an article concerning thé swbject written by N. LEB of- Wérsaw, Polaid. He reparts
that the subject, the progressive Jewish-American artist, is well known to the
world, just as in Poland, for his art which he has placed in exclusive
service of the fighting working class. He stztes that GROFPER's cartoons
and drawings were shown in Warsaw at the Young Artists and Scientists .Club.

He also reports that this celebration vas opened by a speech by IGVATngTTZ,

who characterized GROPFER as a person who has been for years associated with

the working class and its progressive ideals. . VITZ continued by saying, "having
a good knowledge of the mechanics.of capitalist exploitation, in the United
States," GROPPERrbecame one of Its strongest fighters. GROPPER answered ffﬁ
each new’attack: of, reaction upon the Tights® “of the working class, with his -

‘bitterest satire,” eXpressed in cartoon. - His “cartoons occupy the top position

_in the Communist and progressive press in the United States. His theme is:

- The enslavement of the working class, the fight of the proletariat,. theﬁgobbing&*"”f
of the monopollsts, the frightful growth “of unemployment, lynch-justice, etc.
During the second World War %ILLIAM GROPPER's art played a great role in the
United States, His art showed who was working against a second
front., He ridiculed the ARerican czpitalists and their Senators who feared a
second front because it might hurt their business and strengthen the Soviet Union.

. GROFPER also pictured the bestiality of the Hitler“murderers{ According to the
article VITZ also mentioned GROFFER's participation in the {ight for peace and
his participation in the Wroclaw Peace Congress. VITZ further stated -"In
Poland the artist perceived a new life of socialist, inspired building, which
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strongest drawings is t1Stalingrad.! The drawings are the result of
GROFPER's visit to the Soviet Union." The article stated GROPPER answered
the warm words of the opening speech with: "] served the working class, and
will remain in its service. My art will always help the working masses in

the fight 2gainst their oppressors."
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the artist embodied in his drawings. His artistic pencil has drawn 517
pictures of life and socialist building in the Soviet Union.

One of his-'Qg‘
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///&o ! pivector, FBI “ DATE: March 16, 1950

FROM 2 5AC, Wew York

SUBJECTY? o, \URL-GROPPER, was;
.. §TCTRITY LA.TTF‘R c S o

b Rebulet 9/13/49.

o I view of the Bureau's past request regarding 'oha ﬁhereabouts of this N
S subject, the following additional adcress is being submltted for their
.infomxatxon. ‘ . . Sl , . T

Croton—-on- . -
"Care of American Express . .

, " On February 2’7 , 1850
Hudson, advised that WILLIALA

ROPPER'S address 1s now
I‘aris, Fra'l"e." s
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| SYNOPSISOFFACTS:  gupiect 1ssued Passport No. 188509 on April 13, 1948 Aem i.u-
’ for a proposed five months® stay in France, England,

rd
. Netherlands, Poland and Czechoslovalia to "gather bl)o/g >
/) [,/ sketches of Europe and publish book”, He intended —
to depart May 19, 1948 from New York on MS BATORY. . e
./ ‘ Subject issued Passport Nos, 317770 and 462%00 on n<
A : October 4, 1930 and September 30, 1947, respectively, L

for intended travel in Zurope, His paesport file
conteined memoranda from the American Embessy, Warsaw,
Poland, dated 1949, transmitting materisl from the
Polish Press regarding subject, who 1s depicted as

= a "femoue American Progressive Graphic Artist, well e
¥ : - known throughout the world for his cartoons in which P
he brands Fasciem end warmongers". Details set out. / AR

| - RN .

- R ALL INFOREATION CONYTAIRCD

o “ﬁl s vag 1A H?"HK‘L
S S ) HEREIVIS UNCLASSIFIED ,
- = v . J {ﬂvWASBINGTON D. C..  haTtr )X Ly '
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5‘})‘”@ Records of the Pessport Division, Department of Stete, reflect
SAMUE L, CBOP% was lesued Passport No, 183509 on April 13, 1914«8, upon an applica.
+ien @xecuted by him April 5, 1948 at New York, New York, in which he stated he
was born December 3, 1897, at New York City, New York. His permanent residence
is Mt. Alry Road, Croton-on-Hudson, New York, and he intended to depart from the
port of New York May 19, 1948, on boerd the MS BATCRY for an intended five months* .
stay in France, England, Netherlands, Poland and Czechoslovakia for the purpose of S
"sketches of Europe for megezine '43 and publish book", Subject stated his parents,| .

EARRY GROPFER, born %Wm NEEDIE, born Poland, were deceased.
y. ! 1 .
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‘ born December 25, 1898, S8an Francisco, California, who was . ; ..
reaiding at hia rmment rea:ldanee abm.

GRDPPE _ ‘ nished the Ionnving deacriptlon ot .himelt:

SR Subject'a pasapa't abave was hsued not valid tor travel 1n
_mgos:.avu. L : |

BEEX nxis tile cantained cwrespondence datod Ayrﬂ. 1, 19L8 beari.ng
. t.he letterhead %148, the magazine of the year, cooperatively owned by
writers, artists, and photographers®, 68 West L5th Street, New York, - -
New York, which informed the Passport Division that subject, as a result
of an understanding, would supply this publication with sketches and

Rumenia and other Eastern European countries, This material was intended
after appea.ra.nce in Magazine 48 for publication in a book,

_ On April 9, 1943 subject exscuted an application for passport
"in connection with his contemplated assignment in North Africa for the
War Department. Correspondence dated April 14, 1943 from the War Depart-

_ ment, Washington, D. C., requesting issuance of this passport to subject,
disclosed he was on duty with the War Department, Art Advisory Committee,

Under let,ter dat.ed June 11, 1943 the War Department withdrew

"r .

nOt ismed. . N . 5 DA . o ERERERS PRt
| In connection with bject!s l9h3 applicat.ion for passport, -
a.f.'fidavit.s executed by LOUIS HOZOWICK, Free Lance Artist, 19 West 106th

. Street, New York, New Yark, and F. E~ZELLIS, Artist, Freedom of the Press, -
"3 50 Bast 13th Street, New York City, New York, were submitted to the R
Passport Division in which these individuals stated they had known subjeet

- for 18 and 20 years, respectively, and that o or abaut 1930, SAMUEL -
GROPPER assuned the nane wmm@mopm. AL e e
: On October h, 11930 subject was issued passpcrt mzmber 317770'
. upon an application in which subject indicated his permanent residence

. mas 50 West 10th Street, New York, New York, and he intended to depart

-2- X ~ »

He mwmed he was m;.'rried on QOctober 10, 1924 to SOFHIE :

reports he plans to gather in Western Europe, Poland, Czechoslovaida,

-

District Ehgineer, U. 8. Engineers Ofﬁce ’ 120 Wall Street, New York city.

‘ ’-'-‘,". this request for issuance of passport t.o subject e.nd the passport was




Gparles Strest, New York, New York, -, . :

12, 1949 and Septenber 30, 1949 from the Americ
Enmbassy, Warsaw, Polan

d, transmitting material from
..~ Tegarding WILLTAY SAVUEISGRO ‘

in part as follows:

- progressive graphic artist, well known throughout the
" "satirieal drawings and cartoons

mongers®, WWILILIAY

takes active part in political 1ife
gressive Party,

dly acted as spokesman . for U,. S, progressiv_e't’j;”-_n
e opinion at great international conventions, Three times he visiteq the '
S ion as a member of the renowned Congress of Writers
' 3 kov). He visited Poland for the first. time as U, §
-7 Delegate to the

USSR(on one occas
_ Artists in Kharkov

Peace Congress in Wroclaw; he is high
the working masses

* : e
S -z T v

Co B VSubjAeci'Aa passpart file contained a refu
15, 1949 for the reason RComministn

"' The passpart récord of

o Lo SUBlectts pussport Fessrd‘contained commmiodi s
T 25, 191}9). lugust

1 one year visit in %all Buropéan countries® for the

5

. ‘ 1y appreciated by . -
i for his revolutionary and anti-imperialistic ideo~ -
£ . bgical'att;t_-ude,,..-‘:{.. ‘ 2 ‘/ N Lol Tew s o ML el ma

ber :f”. ’

an Lo

f the Polish Press ~ »
FPER, an American caricaturist in Poland,

which articles depicted subject

WA famous American -

and

® tine was indicated ' .

sal notice dated ppetl

made reference to 2 telegram

in o<




WFO 100-2202l, 0

\ .
AR i) ,7-:9‘-'1 7'4—09'*—,,-\‘ s ‘ e o v“vw’xiy - : Agh Y

=ot1dn Hcture orkérs Ao attended !Iroclaw Peace Conigress,
”"issued' ‘according to Paris(Ccmmnist) I.'EGRAN FRANGAIS of September u,

_,pms:lcians, produoere, technicia.ns and a.rtisans to tran.sform movi.ng :
" plctures into powerful weapon'in struggle (1) for development of cul

_of peoples:(2) suppresdon of racial discrimination: which’ dishonors
.human race and (3) agaiast forces preparing another war,! i!anifesto 4
“‘éalled workers of. motion picture industry to oppose by rerusing to:
- collaborate therein pictures intended to awaken ¥suspicion and hatred-
be}tween nations?,’ ~encourage rac.ta.l prejudioe and propagandize idea of

pictures, and declared that 14t is duty of every progressive person ;
. both in large and small countries to contribute toward creation and
developnent. of 1ndependent motion pictnre industry capable of becomin,g
ans -of national expression?, tories of Mozifesto include HANS .
d CROPPEX 'nm:as(nmted States R

_ AIILANT(France)" ’ )

-'_ PRCY xsa_!.. -‘;-'

MRIERS

‘me name CPOPP:ﬁ“ s in the above cozmmzn;que was Etiaé:lined
and the handwritten notation "“IILLI GROPPER" appears zlongside.

e ! Sub:)ect's passpcrt record contained a telegram dated Februa.ry
""20(presemably 1950) New York, New York, addressed to thé Passport Divi- -
sion, Department of State, which is as follows: %Do not renew passport ' .-
of WILLIAM GROPFER,due for renewal late in April, traveling somewhere in
| Eastern European country , mife sick, family deserted. MARK" The
author of this telegra.m was not d;sclosed. SRR ; S e

Photost.atic copies of memoranda dated October 25, 191;9, August
12, 1949, and September 30, 19,9 from the American Embassy, Varsaw, Poland 5 ;

“regarding subject's activities, together uith photoyaphs of. subject, were
obte.i.ned from his passport. recm-d. A

b- e Sl et o me cm

EE'CIDSURE‘S Bureau-One negat.ive and one positive photostatic copies of
o , American Embassy memoranda, Warsaw, Poland, dated

e iy ~eer-sQobober 25, 1949, August 12, 1949 and September 30,
1949, "One negative and two prints of subject.

- -
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FOIPA DELETEF PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

XXXXXX
XXXXXX
XXXXXX

._\__5__ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

O

Deleted under exemption(s)

with no segregable

material available for release to you.

1 Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

[J Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

@/ Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that
agency(ies) for review and direct response to you.

O

M The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

XXXXXX

o

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies).

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

For your information:

H&

100~ 6R09 — 29 €oF

X DELETED PAGE(S) § :

§ NO DUPLICATION FEE 3

X FORTHIS PAGE X
: XXKXXXKXX

FBI/DOJ

v o T T
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: ;
‘GOVERNMENT
. e TTE T e F B
427 T0 i pivector, ¥EI - DU . DATE:  June 12, 1550 :
FR * SAC, New York - . e , " ﬁ;’
h. R %- e T o "- - Av' L. _ : . =~ ".:..‘ .
-SUMECT: SAMUEL TROPPER, was.; . e ==
(Bufile No. 100-66803) ' - _ v = :
£ ; L2 / K - . <. o N . ) : l .
v .4 . There 15 being set forth below for the completion of the Buregu's 5
. file a complete phy=ical description of subject GROFPER for inclusion on the b
: " Security Index Card maintained on the subjecte This physical description has
: been noted on the subject's Security Index Card maintained in the New York Offices e
: NAME: _ SAUEL GROPPER, Was., William.
o Victor=Gropper and Bill“Gropper.
Permanent Address: LXT. Airy Road, Croton-on-Hudson
Sex: - Male :
Race: White
dsge: 52 = born 12/3/97, New York, New York. P
Height 51 8n : f:
Weight s 180
Build: Medium A
______ Hair: . Black and Gray. hine sSav y‘
- Eyés: Blue -
' T Harital Status: Married tg.FRAIEL SOPH GROPP&,
6. . sare ess ' e
¢/ . Children: GEN- PER, son, age 22 ’ :
z GROPPER, son, age 18 L
(9 Occupation: . Artist and cartoonist '
Social Security Nn,: 082-01-7L440

GROPPER is presently traveling in Europe on passport number 188509

. /ssued on April 13, 1948, having left the Port of New York on ¥ay 19, 1948, on
" board the Bilish ship BATORY.

| bic
L on May 20, 19so”roton-on-
. Hudson, New Yor, advisea subject's current address in Europe is WI OPPER
Villa Pierre Andre, Villefranche Ser/mur, (AX),

Nl nurPhi,
France., . :

T ' This case is maintained in a closed status in the New York Office,
SToee |

: ?o.%io*-:; . ;R‘.E e 5 / “ R
sl (0-6pR09-30
an 1. "D ﬁ TR0 INFORHATION g‘%:[vETDAtNED
R TR HEREIN.1S UNCLA o
E S- -5 W ATE_Yal BY fP~ /A4
1197350 -a_ WA | chanadMy
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SUBJECT

\‘.

WILLIAM GROPPER

FBIHQ 100-66809 Section 2

_
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__‘j__ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the foll
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION .
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

indicated, explain this deletion.

Deleted under exemption(s) ch. qu

XXXXXX

owing statements, where

with no segregable

material available for release to you.

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that

agency(ies) for review and direct response to you.

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies).

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

For your information:

The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

HO_ 100~ 668BO~-32.
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¥ DELETED PAGE®) ¥
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o -y ¥ FD-122 o
: o o -5 (10-19-49) -
-Oﬂice Memorandum - vsireo STATES GOVERNMENT
'ro . | s Director, FBI _ | JITD ' DATB: September 18, 1950
3 SAC, New York o, L : bj(' ;
- : .‘f‘x 'smum%ribpfah vt ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
et iy '_’as‘ v ] ; . i
/{. S N aang © : REREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
| DATE Sl BY - melsw L
| — x ~ of MW

It is reeomended that a Security Indux Card be preparad on the
above captioned individual,

X The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be
- changed as follows: (Specify change only) .

NAME
ALIASES
RAGE__ . SEX______ NATIVE BORN NATURALIZED ALIEN . e
COMMUNIST_______ SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY, INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE_____ L
MISCEU..ANEOUS (Speciry) ‘ .
TAB FOR DETCOM o _TAB FOR COSAB
DATE OF BIRTH______ - PLACE OF BIRTH
RESIDENbE ADDBESS . ¥t, Alry Road (Presently in Poland)

| | o Croton~on Hudmn, N.Y. ] B

BUsmEss ADDRESS (sm nans of employing toncern and addresa) & L/

Not employed in United States

 al .-NATURE OF INDUS'IRI OR BUSINESS (Speciry from Strategic and Vital Industry List)
©* RECORDED - 122]09

- /E"

LIC 39
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vieen (- e . .
o LA -

’ -

> L
SAC, New York 1-12-51
i ,, DIRECTOR, FBI -j
- | SALUEL G30PPER, WAS. .
SECURITY MATTER = C g
(Tour file: 100-1030) g
Vi

REURLET dated August 8, 1950

You are requested to reopen this case and to submit

a report bringing the activities of subject up to datea

Infornation furnished by_as reflected tn E{é

referenced letter, should be t_ncorporated in your

next report.

" Burecur 100-66809 .

ALL INFORRATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED |

DATE|n| avw—mg,t@

| GRRW \
‘ 0 )

reo x{%"ﬁﬁm’glf e L

o IJAN 158 SR
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VN N

Director,

SAMUEL GPPER, s B
smtmmt MATTER = 6~

e 100-1030 |
0-66809 - |

b
1

13

-5

5)":» g

AL mronmmn'&onum!o
 HEREIN IS UACLASSIFIED exceﬂ
_ wnsat snows om.msa,
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oeaassuy on: omg\“m
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

THIS ch::'slomnmmxr NEW YORK s NY suewno. 100-1030 PuS
' REPORT MADE AT ) o ! DATE wHEN V Perion For whicrgfane REPORT MADE BY
RO 0 LS
, 3/1,13/51
SAMUEL GROPPER, was. L '
u : ST SECURITY MATTER = C
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: . GROPPER returned to US 12/2/50 b\
o . Presently residing Mt. 9
o4 . Airy, Rd., Croton-on-Hudson, NY. ST
Iéa.’,j }},’ Informant advised subject is a - r\
o= Communist and his cartoons are 1 ) R
E.'g g dramn after consultation with ig?gﬁ: MER
© Hfus Editorial Board of "Daily Worker" | ,yyry acT
oalxT . o . —_
=25 and under Communist official contrdle 5 4
ed-
< 2|2
= 2l
Eef
=k
==k
g
=x

lassify on: O

Classified by 36=2RG

ROVED AN

FORWARDED!
FREa . : ]

”m OF THIS REFORT

e
,/\

w Bureau (100-66809)

3 - New YoéoPY \N F“—E ‘ .‘

v & covemn WTING OFFICE  10—60355~1

PAY
Ast:gr;gr;ﬂ%&fm{g' ﬁihqf_m;umm ANDITS SWWNED T0 YOU BY

o b £ s T ol CABR R o

T et

vt

g e e e e e
R S ’ .
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_NY 100-1030

o According to a report received from the United States Customs
Service, Port of New York, December 6, 1950, the subject retumed to ‘the
United States  on December 2, 1950, aboard the SS MAUR.ETANIA

advised
on February 2L, 1951, that GROPPER is presently living at home with his
family at Mt. Airy Road, Croton-Cn-Hudson, New York.

.
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NY 100-1030

=7
: ‘It is to be’ noted'that the "Daily Worker" 1s ‘an, _East COast
COmmunist newspaper, and the "Morning_Freiheit" ‘is an East Coast COm~
' munist Yiddish' language newspaper. ’




"NY 100-1030 =

A

At New York City, New York

1 verify subject's employment with the Miorning Freibeit®s . -
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x4 N : i,
S .1100NFIDENTIAL INFORMRNTS : i
- The Contd de*xtial Infomants mentioned in the report ofq' N L
. dated March 30, 1951, at New York, New Iork, are ;‘ L i
N |
R v

New York, 3/8/50.
/stashington Field, 5/17/50.
le .-

B cET . W m e wFeleied

I -5 . %

S REF’ERENCE. | Report of S
) . L Report of SA
e . ", Bureau 1etter f.o New York:

i
i
:,3":
i
i
7

]

:,‘3,352:1»:\-1;"-,

Y AT RS T e T Ty



FD-122
(10-19-49)

O]ﬁl:é Memciandum - vsitep STATES GOVERNMENT

..“b i

e i
.1‘.‘

. : Director, FEI " DATB: May 28, 1951
SAC, New York ’ 0.
W £ il 4
SAMUELG ROPPER, was, 6 :
| SEGURITY MATTER -C | bj("

Bufile 100-66809

" It 4s recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the
above captioned individual. ‘

The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be
changed as follows: (Specify change only)

NAME _ (A‘i' Q fmﬁq";\,;
ALIASES ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN |S UNCLASSIFIED

DATE T BY IRyt

RACE _ SEX NATIVE BORN NATURALIZED ALIEN

" COMMUNIST _ SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY, INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE

MISCELLANEOUS (Specify)

TAB FOR DETCOM - __ TAB FOR COMSAB

RESIDENCE AP.DRESS :  Mount Airy Road,

-
BES

" Croton—on-Hudson, New York

BUSINESS ADDRESS (Shaw nane of employing concern and addreaa)

;’: : Unknown

v RECORDED -8
T2

100-1030 (g

62JUN18151
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SAC, New York bl May 28, 1951

. L Director, FBI St T —§)

 SAMUEGROPPER .. NRNW

. FOI/PA §

SECURITY MATTER «: APPEALS
.Your"file 100-1030 CIVILACT. 4
- ..i_el.:if,i_lé "100-66809 -

- - i
-t ‘
! . h .
- < -
P . :
g 3
2
»
i

‘18 fumlahod ter your lnformatlon.

Tho . abovo

0 135 | |00 H

" Declassify on: OADR

At ( B “ R .
i} inkd ALL INFORKATION CONTAMIED
¥ HEREM 15 UNCLOSSIFIED EACEPY

5 6JUN 1 i 1%L WHERE SHOWN QTHERVASE. .
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X | \ £
/‘I‘ . .“ e 1:\. . /’
SAC, New York - May 28, 1951
‘Director, ¥BI | - - K
S!.k'UEL‘é?OPP“R, was. o T s
SECURITY MATTSR~C . - - . .

) Buril_e}oo-66809_

o
e

Enclosed for your infarmation is & ‘photostatic copy of
pages 101. and 105 of the March 31, 1951, issue of ®"Central Euro-
pean Observer,® This publication is printed by Illustrated Periodi-
cals, LTD, London, England, The enclosure mentions -activities and
travels of Gropper while in Europe. -

rupgteeratd

Encl

(Note on yellow only)

One photostatic copy of the enclosure is being placed
in the Burezau file.

-

L. ALLINFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN |S UNCLASSIFIED

S DATE BY sca-éngm |




CUNTRAL B1L ROV AN U Ky E - CLNTHAL FURO

per:  An American Artist in Bulgaria

ergyman Shepherd
by Nool (€

I hey
il
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Willium Gropper. By Noel Counihan.
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" LEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION B¢

T WY seno, 1001030 |

— 5‘&7:3"53 oricmarnar NEW YORK . LS ,
Rgpom- MADEAT : . ’ 'bgmgm /rinéon Fof wm7-|2um7: REPORT MADE BY b‘ C— ~ :
NEW YORK = - 18/3/51 2 .51»3 ;-.’7; i v i

™* SAMUEL 'GROPPER, was  [smravees |- : L
A ’ Emm;‘- N SECURITY MATTER ~ Cc
olassiFzcaTion | o L - R
ACTION .. .. — —— P -
ved to be presently _a\ - :
tist and exhibited paintings

ts Galleries,

N SynopsisoFFacTs: ¢ S T
R . ~ - Subject belie
-free lance ar
- at Assoclated pmerican Artis
. .11 5th Avenue, NYC from 5
4/7/51. Exhibit consisted of paintings.

made by GROPPER during visit to "peopl
democracies" and Soviet Union.

opean Observer",

appearing in
3;},1/51, jndicates subject visited USSR

as well as other communist controlled
Confidential Informant advises

Communist Party member.

"central Eur

countries.
sub je ct is a

W SECURITY ILFORSAATIO
5 hi i i U;A;iig';ﬂgH

A re'viéw of the iss
Freineit"” newspaper for the past year I
- falled to show that any of the subject's SR

) \ﬁ SRR - . cartoons or drawings have appeared in this
$anELE SHOME diﬁ?.'ﬂr."%icati°n‘ 1 D s
KAt £ 4 ; . b et - » : g »:;.. . “‘.‘“’_
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BTl T T Ty ‘"Morning Fre*h ""t" was cited in the -
jf~March 29, 1944 report of -the Special Gommittee on. Un-American
'*;jActivities, U. S House of Representatives, as follows-'? L

o e A “The Freiheit has been one of the
SRS ‘rankist organs of Communist propaganda in this country for
S almost a quarter of a century.ﬂ,n~ Y }

' . The "Morning Freiheit“ of March 19, 1951
on page six, columns one‘gnd two, contained an article about
an exhibition of W S works at the "Assoclated T
American Artists", 711 5th Avenue, New York City. The o
-~ ‘exhibition ran from March 19 to April 7, 1951 and consisted AR

' of works made by GROPPER during his yisits to. the "peoples - R
‘;i,democraoies" and to the Soviet Union. ‘A photograph o '-i“_;mﬁf v
oo GROPPER accompanied the article.;,_; ‘ - LA




. 1
“h. iiL. 0 h An article appearing in the "Central - .
: European Obseryver'", dated March 31, 1951, pages 104 and 105, i
" "published by the Illustrated Periodical Limited, London, .~ .-
;t:England,.contained_informatiqn“regarding_thQ activities and - .. - o
travels of GROPPER while 'he was in Europe. “Mmhis article T ot
stated that GROPPER attended the Wroclaw Congress of i
Intellectuals for Peace in the Summer of 1943 as. a member ' i
of the American Delegation. - The article stated that after , R

‘ ‘attendingfthe“conference;-GROPPERﬂwas.1nv1ted by the Artist .« v ... 7

. Union to visit the Soviet Union again, and he spent 40 days - - T

there as their guest.. The article stated his work has for - - = o

: many years been held in the highest regard in the.Soviet Union . *
and during this recent visit a blg exhibition of his drawings .
and 1ithographs was held 1n Moscow. It stated that during -~ . ... ¢

. _‘his 40 days visit in Russia he traveled to varlous parts of ..
. the Soviet Union including Georgia and filled a big sketeh i
“-book with his observations. After leaving the USSR he visited ' - . -
C Czechoslovakia, Poland and Bulgaria exhibiting and working . =ov L.
©".for more than a year. The article stated that the press in” o . ..
““each country featured his work and welcomed him, not-only as oo

ja.great art1sthQ£ integrity, but also as an ambassador of the
true America, thegAmep;ca-offthe wquiqglpeople'ahd heir ‘.

emocratic tradition

| 7507t The article stated that’in October, 1950
.. GROPPER exhibited a numbe:%Of_paintingsjin'Paris’and returned =
*“to the United States in November, 1950. .. .« ¢ v uiilomiel DU
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Jiofo - wne confidential Informants mentioned in 2.
the report. ot QR <2< 1.4
August 3, 1951, at New York, New York, are identified as g

follows:

- Pretext telephone call

" to the office of the "Mornin
| Freipeit’ byﬁ
.__-on 5/31/5 e

- . The review of the "Mornin Freiheit" news-
paper issues was made bym
“translation of the article in the "Morning Freiheit! -
March 19, 1951 was also made b‘»

“i .

arﬂfq~;‘ The 1nterv1ew wit
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(1-2-51)

O]ﬁce Memorandum + UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

10 : Director, FBI (100-66809)‘ A DATR: April 19, 1952
M ' .
FRO ‘&/’ SAC, Ne:)w York (100-1030) o ‘ b‘\(,
SUBJECT: SAMUEL GROPPER - Ca
d U.1.0,
SEGGRITY MATTER - C ST -5

It is recommended that a Security Iﬁdex Card be prepared on the
above-captioned individual.

X The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be
changed as follows: (Specify change only)
NAME |
ALIASES ALY INFORMATION COMTAINED
HEREI IS UNCLASSIFIED
CRTE RN BY &= nghw :
NATIVE BORN__ NATURALIZED ALTEN |
COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORCERS PARTY INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE B .

MISCELLANEOUS (Specify)

TAB FOR DETCOM TAB FOR COMSAB RACE - SEX :
DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH______
BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and ggldress};i _ ‘
Self-employed - artist :_: : ;gs

- =

. NATURE OF INDUSTH OR BUSD]ESS (Specify from Vital Factlity 't

zagt

RESIDENCE ATDRESS  *

'b“’ peparoed - 44 W
_A.‘_,_.\;.l..m,;;:;;,ﬁ;ém%.é::%%fg‘.-WMg\kﬂ. AL H

|
|
?
g
|
|
|




. Director, FBI (100-66809)"

~ gaMUBL GROPPER wes:. .
. Williagm Vfl.ctor‘ﬁropper,'
" Bill&ropper e D

SM. = C; D S
S SEQUBFTY INFORMANfB PROGRA}

RRNRE The above-nemed subjéét
 a gsecurlity index car

 UNITED STA &S GOVERN}
Sﬁ{ﬁ? pate: 11/4/52 § g 1070 - ~

Shc, New York (66-699) | zou/ma A
: S L APPEAL S
| GIVILACT. #__

E.O. # A "
DATE_® IHITIALS

on whom the
d is being considered for in

[ro———
Mr, Trls-n

Mr. Ladd ..
R
Mr, ('1.3,,.1,“1t B
Mr. Gia. ..
Mr. Ha,,, )

_ulf. T . :
Mr. Lunohig g
Mr Meie o1

“Tele. K.om :

—ereaaa

Miss Gandy___:. .
. :-‘ ¥ i

re is maintained . o

terview under -

1 Mr. W_x,-.l.-':rtowd.i 4 -

4
Mr, Holloman.__ i{ )

the above-captioned programe. S o A
- A review of subject" s case file in thia office Yns“"-
supp]_.ied the following ‘1x'1fomation: L . -

Personal Background - _ .
GROPPER was born on 12/3/97 in NYC. - He is presently o

FRANKEL SOPHIE;GQOPPER. The GROPPERS have two sons

18. The family lives together in 8 very expensive -

by GROPFER on Mte Airy Road, Croton-on~-Hudson, NY.

GROPPER has been & cartoonist by profession. i

married to
aged 22 -and
home owned
For many years

. - The file reflects that GROPPER was educated at the 7. S
National Acsademy of Design an the New York School of Fine end a
Applied Art. “From 1919 until 1921 he was employed as the

staff cartoonist by the "NY Sunday Tribune,” and from 1925 to
a for the "NY Sunday World" in a 1like capacitye. .

has been a member of

HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPY

" ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
" WHERE SHOWN QTHERWISE. .

fg 1927 he worke
o He is well known in his field and 1s or
2}z the Maral Palnters Society, the American Artists congress, -
« the American society of Painters, Sculptors, and Engravers ,
g a the American Group and the Amerlcén Newspager uild. GROPPER .
o 1l s %g also been employed in the past by the paily Worker" and \/ :
,g& .. the nMorning FrelBeTT.™ .. o -
e ‘ At the present time GROPPER 18 self-employed, . gl 4

eiigdg'éd in his profession as & paintere

Declassify on

A
Classified by

Communist Party Totivities

on 7/7/u5, GROPPER and his wife held a f1esta party
He has donated cartoons

for the benefit of Spanish refugeese
to various CP clubs including the waterfront Club and the

59 Prrnenen g
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_Unity_thtgr,Cldb,t
"elhetioﬁjcampaign' . [
was listed as being on the: Amer
' . GROPPER was & member Ao
1945 the subject‘lectured,u¢f,~
t the Jefferson School;;;v*
d”numeréug‘qartoona;to; Yo

sub ject
Yugoslav Relief Ship, MC.
" Birthday colebration.Committeg. -In
on "Picasso, Artist and Anti-Fascist" a
‘of Social Science. ntribute
_the magazine, "New Masses. .. . el

a

d'béJﬁﬁctiéned

He -has €O

A

11sts

"~ ghe magazine

thgisubjecqtgq;g‘

R

for BENJAMIN J..

, nNew Masses® in 1ts issue
contributing editore .. -

%)

off to raise mon

DAVIS, Jr.-.In 1l

ican Committee for -
of the IWO -

éz"'ror the
9Ll the =

v

éff16/12/&53f,;fF
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Letter to pirector, FBI ‘
, W 66-6996 . .. ... ;
U AT v e g e ‘ !

. o=~ S

o the U. Se on the §S MAURETANIA .

' GROPPER peturned ¢
on 12/2/50. ST

Plan of Approach
Investigation has pevealed that the sub ject
at the Assoclated American

- gpequently exhibits paintings
Artists Galleries, 711 Fifth Ave., HYC.

S oo e :
. R

¥
-]))

: It 1s contemplated that GROPPER'S mov
*_ his home and these alleries will be a_scertained through
v _pretext 1nqu1riea”¥lhen the times and dates of
v subject's planned visits to the galleries are ascertained
R _through the above means, a surveillance will be

end at 8 propitious momen petween the
o gallerioa and his homeé, GROPPER will be directly approached
- - by btwo agents. Iv 1s contomplated that t n will
probably be made during the week of 11/24/52, if Bureau .

. authority is gr_anted. R

R The Bureau is prequested 4o authorize ‘the open
contacting of GROPPER under the plan as outlined above. I
38 felt that i1f GROPPER 0 ¢ xive, he would be
in a position 10 supply , tion eoncerning
the activities of the CP, as several front groups,
to the Bureaue .
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may consider rec vi
1n rvm proyan of pecurity oubjects. :

-~ grogper, you 80
, ~L_;uil«lbl.e , you
“your regular

ALL lNFORMAT !0‘\3 €0
_ _,_HERE!N IS UNCLA_SS\@ED
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